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fall joy and energy, so we might catch a glimpse of the
unity underlining all this beauty, which lives without

“FIND THE GOOD AND
PRAISE IT”
“Find the good and praise it”
is a saying advanced by Alex
Haley, the writer of Roots,
and it pretty much means what it says – find the good
and then praise it. It is to intentionally go on a treasure
hunt to see the good, to locate it, identify it, reveal it—
and then to prize it, value it, honor it as an image
bearer of God that it ultimately is. It is to revel in the
goodness of God that surrounds us everywhere, even
from the inside out. Find the good and praise God for
it. Take the goodness to heart and bring it into your
life, and relish it, like a good cup of hot chocolate on a
cold fall night.
As we gather around the table at our
Thanksgiving celebrations in a few weeks, take a hard
look at the faces of friends and family that surround
you, and “find the good and praise it.” Behold the
nuances of love in all its shapes and forms as we
enjoy the food and “see” the people before us. Let us
give thanks to God for the plurality of life and the
infusion of joy found in each person gathered here.
As the days turn colder, notice the texture of
the changing of the seasons. Build in time for walks,
with ample freedom to smell the leaves, not just see
them. To hear the crunch, not just walk mindlessly by.
To experience the leaves in all their grandeur – on the
trees and under our feet. Seek out the popcorned
pumpkins and cherish them. Take time to notice the
deep blue sky and the hard work of an ant making its
way down the path. Our Creator surrounds us with this

and within – “Find the Good and Praise it.”
“Everything that has been created by God is good, and
nothing that is received with thanksgiving should be
rejected. These things are made holy by God’s word
and prayer.” 1 Timothy 4:4-5
Ann

Tuesday November 29
5:30pm “Uncorked” meets

The Shepherds on Call for the
month of November are Margaret and
Reggie Fitch. The Fitch’s can be reached at
804-755-7201. Please contact them if you
know of anyone who needs a phone call, visit
or extra Laurel Love.

Wednesday November 30
1:00pm “Beloved” meets
2:30 pm “Wednesdays at Laurel” meets

NOVEMBER EVENTS @ LAUREL
Wednesday November 2
1:00pm “Beloved “meets
2:30 pm “Wednesdays at Laurel” meets
Sunday November 6
10:00am Worship Service/Communion/Good
Samaritan Offering collected
11:00am First Sunday Team Meetings
Monday November 7
6:00pm “Finding God in the Cracks of Loss”

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
May God bless you abundantly this coming year!
Bob Anderson (1)
Jacob Scearce (15)
Colleen Lannetti (17)
Eugene Jackson (20)
Mary Lawrence (21)

Tuesday November 8 Election Day
10:00am Women’s Circle meets
Wednesday November 9
1:00pm “Beloved” meets
Friday November 11 Veteran’s Day
Sunday November 13
10:00am Worship Service
Monday November 14
6:00pm “Finding God in the Cracks of Loss”
Wednesday November 16
1:00pm “Beloved” meets
2:30 pm “Wednesdays at Laurel” meets
Thursday November 17
11:45am Lunch Bunch, Nuevo Mexico Restaurant
CrossRidge Shopping Center
Sunday November 20
10:00am Worship Service
11:00am Session Meets
Tuesday November 22
7:00pm Community Thanksgiving Service, Glen Allen
Baptist Church
Thursday November 24
Happy Thanksgiving!
Sunday November 27
10:00am Worship Service/Five cents a Meal offering
collected
11:00 am Vision Task Force meets

NOVEMBER SANCTUARY FLOWERS
November 6 - Joan McArthur and Denis Ramdas to
the glory of God and in memory of their beloved
Malcolm McArthur.
November 13 -To the glory of God.
November 20 -Clint & Glenda Miller and Howard
Lawrence to the glory of God and in honor of Mary
Lawrence on the occasion of her birthday.
November 27 –To the glory of God.
*If you would like to sign up for a date to dedicate
flowers to someone, the calendar is located in the
hallway near the Parlor. Please sign your name to any
open spots and Janice Berger will contact you when it
is time, and she will get the information from you. The
cost of flowers remains at $22.50.
COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE
Tuesday November 22, 7:00 pm,
Glen Allen Baptist Church.
Come join your fellow Laurel
residents in a community wide
Thanksgiving Service at Glen
Allen Baptist Church, located at
3028 Mountain Rd, Glen Allen.

STEWARDSHIP SEASON WILL BEGIN IN
DECEMBER
The life blood of every church are funds to fulfill our
mission and to do well in the world. We have been
hard at work behind the scenes to make changes
which will hopefully help you in your giving decision.
We plan to get information in your hands by the end of
November. When we step back and reflect on the
workings of the church over the past year it is
impressive. We tend to get caught up in the day-to-day
interworking’s of all our many efforts to serve God.
We plan to give you giving options to consider when
you make your annual pledge or gift. Some will
refinance tax savings for your 2022- or 2023-income
taxes. Please pray for the stewardship team in our
deliberations. Tod Balsbaugh
NOVEMBER LOVE…
“Finding God in the Cracks of Loss” Continues
Through November 14 – Monday Nights, 6:00 pm,
Parlor.
“Beloved” – Every Wednesday at 1:00 pm
We are working our way through “Falling Upward,” a
Richard Rohr book that invites us to look at our lives,
as God does. All are welcome.
“Wednesdays at Laurel: A Service Initiative” Every
other Wednesday at 2:30 pm, Parlor. November 2, 16,
30. Come and join us to speak Love for our
community. We have made cards to flower
arrangements to bread. All that is needed is your
participation.
“The Lunch Bunch” – Thursday November 17, 11:45
am. Come out and enjoy a delicious meal with good
people. We are meeting this month at Nuevo Mexico
Restaurant at CrossRidge Shopping Center, 10282
Staples Mill Rd, Glen Allen, VA 23060.
“Circle” – The Second Tuesday of the Month, 10:00
am. Please join us as we dig into understanding what
God intended with the “Sabbath.” We will be meeting
this month in the Parlor.

Let us keep the following people in our prayers
sharing in both their joys and needs:
*New additions will be in bold.
Our First Responders – Police, Fire, Rescue
Our Military Personnel, Healthcare Workers
Gladys Bowles and Family
Reverend Ann Cherry and family
Vin Cibbarelli, father of Pastor Ann
Jim Clark and family
Bonnie Clatterbuck-mother of David
Jean Cole
Wayne & Marcia Deisher
Carrie Dickerson
Alice Dunbar-Michelle McBane’s mother
Donna Edwards
Emily, Matt, and Vivian Godon
Claudia Hicks
Sherrie Kolb
Howard Lawrence
Mary Lawrence
Ann Leveridge
Eddie Ann Mathewson
Joan McArthur
Ann McDermott
LaVerne Miller
Muriel-neighbor of Michael Henderson
Eugene Peterson
Phyllis Perross
Ann Roeder
Barbara Rose
Nana Sarfo-Kantanka
Steve Scearce and Family
Carol Short
Rick Short
Dot and Page Shepherd
Autumn Waddell
Becky Zolnai
Prayers for the World
Prayers for the people of Afghanistan
Prayers for Ukraine
Prayers for Ruling Elders
Prayers for friends and families
Prayers for the hungry and homeless
Prayers for Laurel’s vision team
Prayers for the incarcerated
Prayers for the COVID isolated and infected
If you know of someone in need of prayer or need
prayers, please call Gladys Chamberlayne at 7556172

We want our folks to be roped in and come back to our
coral. They are missed. We need them and they need
us.
If you are interested in helping with this endeavor,
please contact Mary Jane Bowlin, Gladys Bowles, or
Bernie Cheatham.
Mary Jane Bowlin
MEET SOME OF OUR NEW LAUREL MEMBERS…
THANK YOU TO ALL OUR LAUREL VETERANS!
Wayne Alvis-Wayne
grew up in Lakeside.
He retired from the
IBEW in 2005 as an
electrician. Wayne
enjoys riding his
bicycle and feeding the
birds and squirrels.

United States Army
Jake Anderson, Korea
Tod Balsbaugh, Vietnam
Jim Clark, H&HC 4th Psych Operations Group, 19681969
Wayne Deisher, Sergeant/E5 1971-1972
Jim Smith, Colonel 1959-1989
82nd Airborne Division
2nd Airborne Battle Group
503rd Infantry Combat Team
United States Air Force
Mary Scearce, Captain 1989-1996
Served State-side during Desert Storm
Rick Short, Sergeant/E4 1966-1970 Vietnam
Eugene L Jackson, Sergeant, 1969-1973

Claude and Carrie
Dickerson-Claude and
Carrie have been
married for 65 years.
They have 3 sons and 6
grandchildren. They
have been retired for 25
years. Claude was a
train dispatcher for the
CSX railroad and Carrie
was a teacher-teaching
first through sixth grade.
They have enjoyed
traveling, reading, and
playing the card game,

United States Navy
Larry Runyon, Petty Officer First Class,
1964-1971 Submarine Division
United States Marine Corps
Bernie Cheatham, Sergeant/E5 1963-1967

New Address:
Becky Zolnai
Bonview Rehab and Healthcare
7246 Forest Hill Ave Rm 213
Richmond, VA 23225-1524

HELP WANTED:
Why? Absenteeism
Since Covid, and before, our church like so many
others, have lost a lot of members. Some have come
back, but many remain absent.
We would like to meet with and solicit some of you
who are interested in working in this capacity. Folks
that are willing to make phone calls go out for lunch,
ask questions, listen, etc.

SkipBo.

ADVENT WREATH MAKING, FIRST SUNDAY of
ADVENT, Sunday November 27 at 11:00am.
Please join us in the
fellowship hall immediately
following service as we make
Advent wreaths for you to
display in your home. Bring a
wreath/form and we will
supply the candles and
greenery. All are invited! Pizza will be ordered for
lunch!

LAY LITURGISTS CONTINUE TO ANSWER THE
CALL
It has been wonderful to have so many voices in the
worship service. The lay liturgist brings so much joy
and energy to our worship. If you would like to serve,
please contact Ann, she would be happy to meet with
you and to add your name to this awesome line-up.
A big shout out to these worship leaders:
October
2 Duane Berger
9 Diane Jackson
16 Pete MacRae
23 Gladys Chamberlayne
30 Worship and Education Team
November
6 Tod Balsbaugh
13 Gladys Chamberlayne
20 Michael Henderson
27 Diane Jackson
December
4 Tod Balsbaugh

Member Care & Mission reported that the Police
Athletic League is preparing Thanksgiving dinners for
50 families as part of their Faith and Blue program.
MC&M will be providing them with names of families to
consider. MC&M will also be preparing a rotating list
for committees to begin having lingerings again in the
new year. Church dinners are also being considered.
The Vision Task Force is looking at our brand and
working on the tag line. The congregation will be
asked to vote on a tag line in January after Session
reviews them. Also, the team is considering a use for
the room off the narthex for families as a quiet place
for meditation.
Stewardship & Property reported that a church
member donated $500 to LPC which will be used to
repair the window in the fellowship hall.
Under New Business in accordance with Presbytery
guidelines, a motion was made to approve Carol Short
and Michael Henderson as Laurel’s two teaching
leaders.
Michael Henderson volunteered to chair the
Nominating Committee and recruit members for this
team.
Duane Berger, Clerk of the Session

11 Pete MacRae
18 Michael Whitby
January 2023
1 Tod Balsbaugh
8 Michael Henderson
15 Gladys Chamberlayne
22 Diane Jackson
29 Pete MacRae
CLERK OF SESSION REPORT
October 9, 2022
From a Session member poll, we voted to host a ‘Faith
and Blue’ event at LPC on October 30 after worship.
We received news that a Session / Vision Team
retreat will be hosted by the Whitby's at their vacation
home in Sandbridge this winter.
A motion was made and approved that starting in
January, ministry teams will have the ability to elect
their own representatives to lead the team. They need
not be an active Elder.
Worship & Education reported on their plans for the
Lay-led service on 10/30. They set Nov 26 as the date
to decorate the church for Advent. And they
announced that people are signing up to be greeters.

Thanks to all who contributed to the special annual
offering that promotes peacemaking and peacemakers
around the world. The congregation donated $325!
Thank you to all who donated!

MEMBER CARE AND MISSION
October 2, 2022
Member Care & Mission has been active this fall. We
continue to support members by providing cards and
flowers, when appropriate. In addition, we have
deposited some of our budgeted donations including
missionary fund, Lamb’s Basket, Five Cents a Meal,
and Coal Pit Learning Center.
The Team has decided to support a different
Christmas project this year by sponsoring a Coal Pit
Learning Center family and possibly a church family as
well.
We will be sponsoring an Advent wreath making event
again this year immediately following our church
service on November 27, the first Sunday of Advent. A
sign-up sheet will be posted in the narthex and those

attending are asked to bring their own wreath/forms to
decorate. Candles and greenery will be provided.

In case of inclement weather, these performances will
be moved inside to our theatre.

The PAL program at Henrico Police will be providing
Thanksgiving meals for 50 families this year. We will
be assisting them in finding a family to be on the
receiving end of this donation.

ART NIGHT - GRAND OPENING OF TWO NEW
EXHIBITS! Thursday, November 17th, from 6-8pm
at The Cultural Arts Center

A HUGE thank you to all those that helped bring the
picnic together last week. We had a gorgeous day to
have food and fellowship. Thank you to Duane Berger
for being the smoke master and smoking 4 pork
shoulders to bring us delicious BBQ. Thank you to
Denis Ramdas (and Joan) for hosting the event at his
beautiful home. Thank you to Steve Scearce for
bringing the tables/chairs from church and setting
them up and to all the members of our MCM team who
contributed to the event. And, to ALL the church
members/friends who came out and brought food! It
was so nice to see some new friends and old friends! It
was a fun day!! Linda Coulson
GLEN ALLEN CULTURAL
ARTS CENTER EVENTS:
COME ON OVER, Saturday,
November 12, 2022
7:00 pm
$40
Starring Georgia Rogers Farmer accompanied by
Josh Wortham! Georgia Rogers Farmer is inviting
you to COME ON OVER to her specialty cabaret on
our main stage! Always full of surprises, this southern
songstress will perform an eclectic mix of songs –
ranging from standards to Broadway to popular music.
The evening is sure to be funny, poignant, and
pleasantly unexpected. You’ll hear stories and, since
she’s a domestic goddess, there will be crafts and
special prizes galore! She’ll be accompanied by the
fantastic, Josh Wortham, Bentley Cobb and Marissa
Resmini. Sit back and relax for this fun-filled evening!

FREE FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENT FEATURING BIG
BANG BOOM Sunday, November 13, 2022
3:00 pm
FREE
Bring your lawn chair or blanket and join us for this
FREE outside event for the whole family, sponsored
by Henrico Recreation & Parks.
Big Bang Boom is a pop/rock music group that plays
parent-friendly children’s music including children’s
favorites as well as their own original songs for kids.
Bring your young rockers to this high-energy show that
demands the crowd (kids and parents) get involved!
From getting the kids onstage for the “SpongeBob
Chorus” to the parents vs. the kids Hokey Pokey
Challenge, you won’t be able to stay seated!

Free Admission
Invite a friend or make it a date night and join us for a
special grand opening from 6-8pm on November 17th,
featuring 2 exciting exhibits at The Cultural Arts
Center! Enjoy live music and a wine & beer cash bar
that helps support our outreach programs. Plus, meet
the artists behind the exhibits, explore our sculpture
garden, and discover items by local makers in our gift
shop. Mark your calendar for a fun evening of art!
Exhibits include:
Opening Minds Through Art (OMA)
Multi-dimensional and vibrant, these works of art,
created by adults with Alzheimer’s disease and other
forms of dementia, invite us into a world of bold colors,
exciting designs, and inspirational creativity. Opening
Minds through Art (OMA) is an award-winning Scripps
inter-generational art program for people living with
dementia. Its aim is to promote social engagement,
autonomy, and dignity through the
experience of creative self-expression.
Untethered
A new collection of bird paintings inspired by Amy
Paquette’s use of nature exploration to process
separation, grief, and new beginnings. This body of
work includes richly layered oil, acrylic, and watercolor
paintings that reference photographs she took during
Bird Migration seasons. Each work conveys a personal
connection with her subject and a story
of love and determination.

PICNIC PALOOZA 2022

DEADLINE FOR GAZETTE – 19th OF EACH MONTH
Consider going paperless and receiving the Gazette via email. Just send me a message at the below address and I will
take care of the rest.
Gazette email: pbmacrae@comcast.net

Laurel Presbyterian Church
9675 Staples Mill Road
Glen Allen, VA 23060
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