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HOLY WEEK: PALM SUNDAY THROUGH EASTER 

SUNDAY 
 

 
 
We symbolically parade into worship joyfully waving 
our branches on Palm Sunday only to leave the 
parade with a bittersweet taste in our mouths. Our 
hearts are heavy because we know the road ahead is 
coming. But we must go there anyway. We must linger 
at each point along this journey with our Suffering 
Servant and see him – to really see him. To see how 
he is a scapegoat for everything and anything, to see 
the commotion he stirs up (around us and inside of 
us), and to see him breathe his last on Good Friday. 
This is part of being formed in the image and likeness 
of God and it is necessary for us to know and to 
separate the true image of God from the false. This is 
also the necessary path for us to build our spiritual 
muscles and practice deep seeing – even when 
everything in us wants to look away from that cross 
lifted high. We need to look at it anyway. Especially at 
his wounds, especially at his eyes, especially at his 
pain that he is bearing on our behalf or even at our 
expense.  
  
One of the unveilings of this pandemic has been the 
exposure of all the fissures underpinning our culture 
that need change, that need rethinking. Does this 
practice, policy, structure… honor the image and 
likeness of God, acknowledge our inherent dignity? 
Does this practice, policy, structure… honor justice, or 
have we kept it in place because we have not really 
seen it. The capacity to see pain and note it is an 
important part of beginning again. It is an important 
part of strengthening our spiritual muscles and leading 
with the heart of God. We must be able to see with  

 
kingdom eyes if we are to act as kingdom people to  
make love known here. In our post-pandemic world, 
we have an opportunity to rethink how we want to write 
our new normal.  
  
So, as we march into this Holy Week, let us journey 
with our Suffering Servant with eyes wide open, with 
observant hearts, and with curiosity about what it is 
stirring inside of us and around us. Let us keep our 
eyes on his . . . to see it all . . . including the false 
charges of sedition levied by the high priests, the 
blatant misuse of power for the protection of power, 
and the great cost of this unveiling truth that cost him 
his life. It is here where we have the most opportunity 
to see for ourselves how we too are being set free 
from our false selves to be free to live from our true 
selves.   
 
The best way to really experience Holy Week is to 
pray our way through. To be in dialogue with God so 
God can focus our attention on what is most important 
for us to see. Attending as many of our Holy Week 
services will also help us see more clearly, whether it 
be through online or in-person worship. The only 
exception to our live streaming will be our Good Friday 
impact experience which will be held at the church.   

 
PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 28, 2021, 10:00 AM 

 
Join us as we 
celebrate 
Jesus’ 
triumphant 
arrival to 
Jerusalem as 
we begin our 
march through 

Holy Week. Our choir will process in with palms in 
place of all of us. But all of us will “march” out into the 
week with our palms. 

 

 
MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 1, 

5:00PM 
 

Join us as we participate in this 
special service to celebrate the 
Last Supper of Jesus at 5 pm. This 
is the night of the Passover feast 
that holds the Last Supper. The 
day where Jesus himself becomes 



both the Passover Lamb and our servant leader in the 
foot washing act. We have learned from the Judeo-
Christian tradition that something symbolically needs 
to die for something new to be born. Richard Rohr 
says, “It is always our beloved passing self that has to 
be let go of . . . and we will all find endless disguises 
and excuses to avoid letting go of what really needs to 
die for our own spiritual growth.” A very human 
reaction to this hard reality. Yet, together as this Body 
of Christ, we can bravely begin the movement from the 
table to the garden, and finally to the cross. Please join 
us for this pivotal experience of dying to ourselves, so 
new life might be born. 
 

 
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 1:00-4:00PM 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please join us for a self-guided outdoor experience of 
letting go of all that is not of God in our walk with 
Jesus to the cross.  It is a meditative experience and 
designed to support an encounter with our living God 
as we embrace the hard realities of the cross. We 
intend to be outside on the front lawn by the bell for 
this impact walk. If it should rain, we will hold it inside 
and will give you privacy and space to meander your 
way through. 

 
 

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE, APRIL 4, 10:00 
AM 

Bring your cut flowers as we celebrate (online or in-
person) this forever gift of kingdom life. Let your 
wonder and awe join with the universe as we give 
thanks for this gift of Love that even death cannot 
deny. An Easter Egg Hunt outdoors right after worship. 
 
 

 

Happy Easter! 
 

 
EASTER EGG HUNT 

 
Once again, this year Worship and Education is 
planning to have an Easter Egg Hunt for Elementary 

school age children after the 
service on Easter Sunday. The 
Easter Egg hunt will be held 
outdoors between the Bell tower 
and the playground on the 
Church Lawn. Each child should 
bring their own basket, or we will 
provide a paper bag to put candy 
in. Masks are required. Bring 
your kids, grandkids, nieces and 
nephews. Eggs will be hiding in 

a variety of locations for the young and for the ones 
that need more of a challenge. In the event of rain, we 
will cancel. Michael Henderson 
 

The Shepherd on Call for the month of 
April is Nana Sarfo-Kantanka. Nana can be reached 
at 922-3557 if you know of anyone that needs care 
and concern. 

 
 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE FOLLOWING 
MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF LAUREL! 

 
Jane Cooper (11) 

Jim Clark (14) 
Larry Runyon (19) 
Clint Miller IV (23) 
Ann Leveridge (26) 
Joe Lannetti (28) 

 

 
SANCTUARY FLOWERS FOR APRIL 

 
April 4-Easter Hydrangeas 
 
April 11-Phyllis Perross - To the glory of God and in 
memory of her sister, Muriel. 
 
April 18-To the glory of God 
 
April 25-To the glory of God 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=shepherding+people&view=detailv2&&id=E143C5DBC7E631B71FB6386A1ACAB319117A5CFD&selectedIndex=608&ccid=UO760emK&simid=608016079530429770&thid=JN.d7YtAvW6q0ji2InPNFKIoQ


WOMEN’S CIRCLE NEWS 

Laurel Women's Circle will meet on Tuesday, April 13 
at 10:00 am to conclude our study of the Ten 
Commandments from Love Carved in Stone. We plan 
to meet outdoors, wear masks and have safe spacing 
between our chairs. It will be wonderful to gather for 
great fellowship and discussion.  I am sure the 
laughter we share will count as a "joyful noise unto the 
Lord!" Carol Short 

 
Pete and Barbara Rose have a 
new address: 
4132 English Holly Circle 
Henrico, VA 23294 
804-270-6978 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(Mary Jane Bowlin’s magic bulletin board touch) 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

LIVE FROM LAUREL PRES! 
 
The worship service is being streamed live so you can 
go to our website, Laurelpres.com, and click on 
“services” and connect to join us to worship in real 
time.  You can also go there at any time to worship. 
At the website you will also find our weekly bulletin 
which includes our service and an updated list of 
announcements about our beloved church community 
 
 

 
Thank you to our Laurel family for 
all your cards and phone calls during 
Reggie’s illness. It really meant a lot 
to both of us. 
Reggie and Margaret Fitch  
 

 
 

IN PERSON WORSHIP LAUNCHES!!! 
 

We are both live and IN 
PERSON. No reservation 
needed. All COVID 
protocols observed. Masks 
up. Physical distancing. 
And lots of Laurel Love!!!  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Let us keep the following people in our prayers, 
sharing in both their joys and needs: 

*New additions will be in bold. 
Our First Responders – Police, Fire, Rescue 

Our Military Personnel, Healthcare Workers 
Jake Anderson 

Corinne Augustine – mother of Carol Short 
Sue Bell 

Marshall and Gladys Chamberlayne 
Jean Cole 

Pete Cooper 
Wayne & Marcia Deisher 

Ruth Doering 
Reggie Fitch 
Claudia Hicks 
Sherrie Kolb 

Ann Leveridge 
Eddie Ann Mathewson 

Ann McDermott 
Phyllis Perross 

Sharon Riley and family 
Cathy Roeder 

Pete and Barbara Rose 
Nana Sarfo-Kantanka 

John Schutrumpf 
Judy Smith 

Ann Whitby and family 
Prayers for the World 

Prayers for Ruling Elders 
Prayers for friends and families 

Prayers for the homeless 
Prayers for Laurel’s vision  

If you know of someone in need of prayer or 
you need prayers, 

please call Barbara Rose@ 270-6978. 
 
 
 
Reverend Ann is taking 
some sabbath time in 
April to wrap-up her 
Doctor of Ministry course 
and to regroup from 
Lent. If you need 
pastoral care please 
contact Nana Sarfo-
Kantanka, our Shepherd 
on Call at 804-922-3557, 
or Mary Jane Bowlin, our Member Care and Mission 
Co-Chair at 804-672-6009. We will have a guest 
preacher, April 18. 
 

 



 
APRIL MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: JEAN COLE 

 
What drew you to 

Laurel? The friendly 

people and the 

location. 

 

Favorite thing so far 

about Laurel? I feel I 

have and have had so 

many close friends. 

 

Favorite food: Chicken and dumplings. 

 

Favorite book: Any by Kristen Hannah 

 

Favorite movie: Love Story 

 

Favorite thing to do: Quilt. 

 

What is on your bedside table? Lamp, Clock 

 

What is your favorite TV show to binge? Days of 

our Lives, Everybody Loves Raymond 

 

One thing we might never guess about you. I am 

shy and I blush! 

 

Motto you live by: A big part of loving is listening. 

 

Favorite way of making love known: Hugs. 

 
Favorite Bible passage: Philippians 4:13 “I can do all 
things through him who strengthens me.” 
 

Your dream for Laurel: To be open and growing. 

 

How you know when love is spoken: When your 

heard is pounding. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
OUR VISION TEAM: PICTURE YOURSELF HERE 

 
Does rethinking how we are 
as the church draw you in, 
give you energy, excite you? 
If so, please reach out to 
Reverend Ann.  
Our Session has voted to 
organize a Vision Team to 
begin this process of 
imaging. Pray about it. We 
would love your collaboration 
as we discern how to make love known through LPC. 
We will be meeting by Zoom later in April. Our goal is 
to provide our initial report to Session in June. 

 
HUNGRY FOR SOME LAUREL LOVE? HERE ARE 

SOME UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES: 
 
1. Zoom Coffee Hour –Thursday April 23,10 am 
Bring your coffee to our virtual meeting to check-in 
with old and new friends. 
 
2. Chats with Ann: Processing our Pandemic Life –
Church parking lot. Wednesday, May 5, 2:30-4pm 

 
(That is Marshall 
eyeballing Wilbur, our 
surprise guest at a Chats 
with Ann last summer. You 
just never know who will 
show up for this event!) 
 
3. Fireside Happy Hour 
(FHH) –Thursday, May 
27, 5pm 
Bring your favorite libation 
and nibble as we gather in 
the church parking lot 

around our firepit to catch up and hear some wild 
stories. 

 

Earth Day is an annual event celebrated around the 
world on April 22 to demonstrate support for 
environmental protection. First celebrated in 1970, it 
now includes events coordinated globally by the Earth 
Day Network in more than 193 countries. 

 
LAUREL LOVE SHOUT OUTS! 

 
(See Love in action? Please send to Brenda MacRae 

at pbmacrae@comcast.net) 

 
A big shout out to Mary Jane 
Bowlin for her bulletin board 
love preparing us for Palm 
Sunday! 
 
To Michael Henderson and 
Janice Berger for cleaning 
the sanctuary and for 
preparing communion last 
month!  
 

mailto:pbmacrae@comcast.net


To Duane Berger, Steve Scearce, Rudy van’t Riet and 
Ann Whitby our fearless Worship Production Team. 
Your agile adaptions to pop-up issues are mind 
boggling. Thank you for getting us rolling and keeping 
us going! 
 
To David Clatterbuck and our amazing choir for lifting 
us up with music that stirs the heart. 
 
To Carl Carpenter for keeping the Car Seat Clinic in 
operation and for continuing to pick up our mail, to Rob 
McBane for continuing to issue our checks, to Wayne 
Deisher, for continuing to crunch our numbers! 
 
To Marshall Chamberlayne for making repairs to bring 
GBC emergency light and workable toilets!  
 
To Brenda and Pete MacRae for their love month in 
and out. You made the magic happen again this 
month! 
 
Thank you to Carolyn Stinger and LaVerne Miller for 
running our bulletins each week. We appreciate you 
all! 
 
Thank you to Duane Berger for arranging for our 
Easter hydrangeas. 
 
Thank you to Karen Johnson for facilitating our 
hydrangea and flower orders. 
 
A HUGE shout out to our JOB hearty warriors who 
attended our study this past lent: To Mary Jane 
Bowlin, the Chamberlaynes, Diane Jackson, Michael 
Henderson, Sharon Riley, Mary Scearce and Judy 
Smith.  
 
Thank you to Michael Henderson for volunteering to 
serve as our temporary stated clerk, and for organizing 
our Easter Egg Hunt! 
 
Gratitude in spades to our MCM Team who are 
bringing on the love: To Mary Jane Bowlin, Nana 
Sarfo-Kantanka, Gladys Chamberlayne, Linda 
Coulson, Carolyn Stinger, Barbara Rose, Marcie 
Deisher and Diane Jackson for making love known  
when life goes awry. 
 
To Nana Sarfo-Kantanka for serving as the Shepherd 
of the Month for April. 
 
To Carolyn Stinger and Michelle and Rob McBane for 
cleaning the church on March 21 to get us ready for in 
person worship. 
 

 

 
 
 

CALLING ALL LAUREL MOWERS… 
 

Mowing season is just 
around the corner. Look 
for the sign-up sheet on 
the bulletin board in the 
hallway. Please help us 
keep Laurel looking its 
finest! 

 
 
 
 
Choir practice has resumed at 
Laurel on Thursday evenings 
at 6:00pm. All are welcome. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
DEADLINE FOR GAZETTE – 19th OF EACH MONTH 

 
Consider going paperless and receiving the Gazette via email. Just send me a message at the below address and I will 

take care of the rest.  
Gazette email: pbmacrae@comcast.net 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Laurel Presbyterian Church  
9675 Staples Mill Road 
Glen Allen, VA 23060 
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