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Our Hike Through the Wilderness Continues . . . 
 
Be of good cheer and continue forward to brave the 
elements of our journey into our hearts with our 
Suffering Servant. This is such a ripe season to turn to 
God and let God transform us. To pull in close and just 
listen for who we are inside of Christ. To let the cross 
change us. Is this a time to let go of something? To 
forgive someone? To put down some burdens? To be 
set free from something? What is God calling us into 
or out of?  Read scripture and then let it read you. Let 
it climb inside of you. Ask God what is important for 
you to hear in this passage. Same concept with your 
prayers, or your daily tasks, or your relationships, 
even. It changes the conversation when we put God in 
the middle of them. It changes everything when God is 
at the heart of us. 
 

“I call heaven and earth to witness this. I now 
set before you life and death, a blessing and a 
curse.  Choose life then, that you and your 
descendants will live, by loving the Lord, 
heeding the voice, and clinging to God.”  
Deuteronomy 30: 19-20 

 

 
 
The Lenten Practice 

 
If you get side-tracked, lost, or stuck for whatever 
reason in your Lenten practice, just start again. No 
guilt. No shame. No negative thoughts. Just begin 
again. This practice is hard to do. The idea is just to be 
aware and to restart. To bring God back into the heart 
of the conversation and begin again.  
 
Many of us have practiced giving up food or wine for 
Lent as a way to join with our suffering servant as he 
walks through the wilderness to the cross. This too can 
be an opportunity to rid ourselves of what is not good 
for us so we might live with more wellness and grace 
as God’s people.  

 
This Lent try adding some loving-kindness into your 
daily routines where you do something unexpected, 
kind and loving for someone else. It is fun and 
uplifting. You will find that you are more energized by 
making these pathways of love into the world maybe 
even more than the person who is the recipient of 
them.  
 
Leading with the Heart of God: The Lenten Chart 
The Lenten Chart to track your practice through Lent is 
available on our website for download and outside by 
the ramp entrance to our church.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



HUNGRY FOR SOME LAUREL LOVE? STRETCH 
TO CONNECT FOR SOME OF THESE UPCOMING 

OPPORTUNITIES:  
 

 
 

1. Fireside Chat Thursday March 11 
Join us for our Fireside Chat, Thursday, March 11 
2:30-4:00 pm.  
Bring something warm to sip on.    
 
2. Zoom Coffee Hour Friday, March 19  
10:00-11:00 am 
Bring your coffee to our virtual meeting to check-in 
with old and new friends. 
 
3. Zoom Happy Hour (ZHH)-Thursday, March 25 
6:30 pm – 7:30 pm 
Bring your favorite libation as we gather over virtual 
cheese and crackers. 
 
4. Zoom Lenten Study of JOB: Starting this 
Wednesday night at 7:00 pm through March 24. A link 
will be sent out to you this week. We will be using the 
bible as our main source along with Harold Kushner’s 
book, “When bad things happen to good people.” The 
class will meet for about an hour (plus) each time. 
Love to have you join us. 
 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LAUREL 
Our website is getting a new make-over! Stay tuned to 
see our latest iterations as we progress through the 
next few months to catch God’s image of Laurel 
church in our virtual world. We are grateful to work 
with a talent who helped Reverend Ann develop her 
website at VCU. 
 

 
WITH LOVE AND GRATITUDE TO CARL 

CARPENTER!!!!! 
We would like 
to thank our 
outgoing 
Stated Clerk, 
Carl 
Carpenter, for 
his love of God 
and his service 

to Laurel Presbyterian Church. Carl has worked 
tirelessly to advance the kingdom of God through our 
church in countless ways. His leadership was 
responsible for filling the ministerial gap when our 
former pastor, Rev. Sprowl retired. It was at this time 
that we discovered how big his shoes were to fill and 
Carl stepped in to make this transition seamless. His 

diplomacy, care for others and care for the details of 
our church, are treasured gifts. We will celebrate his 
years of service when we can safely return to in-
person worship.   

 
MAUNDY THURSDAY, 5:00 PM APRIL 1 
Join us as we 
participate in this very 
special service to 
celebrate the Last 
Supper of Jesus at 5:00 
pm. This is the night of 
the Passover feast that 
holds the Last Supper 
inside of it. The day 
where Jesus becomes 
both the Passover 
Lamb himself, and our 
servant in the foot 
washing ritual. We 
have learned from the Judeo-Christian tradition that 
the sacrifice instinct recognizes that something 
symbolically needs to die in order for something new 
to be born. Richard Rohr says, “It is always our 
beloved passing self that has to be let go of . . . and 
we will all find endless disguises and excuses to avoid 
letting go of what really needs to die for our own 
spiritual growth.” This is our natural very human 
reaction to this hard reality. Yet, together, bravely, as 
this Body of Christ, we can make begin the movement 
from the table to the garden, and to the cross. Please 
join us for this pivotal experience of dying to ourselves, 
so we might live to God. 

 
GOOD FRIDAY, 1:00-4:00 PM, APRIL 2 

 
Please join us for a 
self-guided outdoor 
experience of letting 
go of all that is not of 
God in our walk with 
Jesus through the 
stations of the cross. 
It is our intention to be 

outside on the front lawn by the bell for this impact 
walk. It is meditative and designed to support an 
encounter with our living God as we embrace the hard 
realities of the cross. If it should rain, we will hold it 
inside and will give you privacy and space to meander 
your way through.   
 

EASTER SERVICE, 10:00 AM, APRIL 4 
 

We will celebrate Easter whether we gather safely in-
person or safely outdoors. Our hope is to worship 
inside if possible.  

 



The Shepherd on Call for the month of 
March is Gladys Bowles. Gladys can 
be reached at 266-0541. Please call her 
if you know of anyone that needs care 
and concern. 

 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL LAUREL MEMBERS 

AND FRIENDS BORN IN MARCH! 
 

Michal Runyon (3) 
Ann Roeder (3) 

Washington Ndirangu (7) 
Becky Zolnai (11) 
Clint Miller (14) 

Dayna Paxton (15) 
Marshall Chamberlayne (20) 

Greg Roeder (20) 
Vickie Chaplin (21) 
Janice Berger (23) 

Bernie Cheatham (24) 
 

 
SANCTUARY FLOWERS FOR MARCH 

 
March 21 - Elizabeth Stevenson -To the Glory of God 
and in memory of her mother, Agnes Stevenson. 
 
March 28 - Michael Henderson -To the Glory of God 
and in memory of his father, H. Lee Henderson. 
 
*Easter Hydrangeas: Orders for Easter hydrangeas 

can be placed either by calling Duane Berger at (804) 

876-3414 and leaving a message, or by emailing the 

church at laurelpres@verizon.net. Sign up forms will 

also be available in the bulletin on March 21 and 28.  

Last day to order is March 28th. Cost of the flowers has 

not been determined as of press time. When ordering, 

please leave your name and telephone number as well 

as the wording of your dedication (in memory or in 

honor). The flowering cross, which has been a fixture 

in our sanctuary on Easter mornings, will also be 

present and you are encouraged to bring cuttings from 

your garden to place on the cross. 

Let us keep the following people in our prayers, 
sharing in both their joys and needs: 

*New additions will be in bold. 
Our First Responders – Police, Fire, Rescue 

Our Military Personnel, Healthcare Workers 
Jake Anderson 

Corinne Augustine – mother of Carol Short 
Sue Bell 

Jean Cole 
Wayne & Marcia Deisher 

Claudia Hicks 
Sherrie Kolb 

Ann Leveridge 
Eddie Ann Mathewson 

Ann McDermott 
Phyllis Perross 

Sharon Riley and family 
Cathy Roeder 

Pete and Barbara Rose 
Nana Sarfo-Kantanka 

John Schutrumpf 
Ann Whitby and family 

Prayers for the World 
Prayers for Ruling Elders 

Prayers for friends and families 
Prayers for the homeless 
Prayers for Laurel’s vision  

If you know of someone in need of prayer or 
you need prayers, 

please call Barbara Rose@ 749-3209. 

 
 

 
Thank you for all the calls, 
cards, and prayers for Wayne 
and me during our 
experience with COVID. We 
appreciate all the love and 
concern and are happy that 
we are feeling much better 
now! Marcy Deisher 

 
 

DAY LIGHT SAVINGS TIME: SPRING FORWARD 

 
On the evening of 
Saturday March 13 move 
your clocks  
ahead one hour…yes, 
we lose an hour of 
sleep!!! 
 

 
 

mailto:laurelpres@verizon.net
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The worship service 
is being streamed 
live so you can go to 
our website, 
Laurelpres.com, and 

click on “services” and connect to join us to worship in 
real time. You can also go there at any time to 
worship. At the website you will also find our weekly 
bulletin which not only includes our service so you can 
follow along during worship but also an updated list of 
announcements about our beloved church community. 
 

 
The Session has determined that it is still safer at 
home while we are getting vaccinated and waiting to 
see if this will help curb the impact of the virus 
mutations in the US. We will be virtual through March 
14 and we will re-evaluate at that time. Please know 
that we take seriously the stewardship of the well-
being of our congregation coupled with each person’s 
right to choose their own comfort/risk level. In March, 
our Member Care and Mission Team will be reaching 
out to find out the status of our vaccination rate in our 
church. We will communicate by the phone tree, email 
and newsletter again once this decision is made. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

MARCH MADNESS!! 

 
Anyone interested in 
filling out your 
bracket and tracking 
your picks? See the 
link online at our 
website once it 
posts in March. Get 

your March Madness college hoops on! 
 

 
NOTES FROM THE CLERK OF SESSION  

JANUARY 31, 2021  

Session approved the 2021 Church Challenge Budget. 

Session approved February 21, 2021 for the Annual 
Congregational and Corporation Meeting.   

Session approved Ruling Elder Duane Berger’s project 
to provide live streaming of worship services and 
Reverend. Cherry’s request to hire a consultant to 
update our website with any costs from each project 

coming from the unrestricted Covid-19 funds received 
from the POJ. 

Session approved Pete and Brenda MacRae’s request 
for volunteers to ring the church bell at 5:30 p.m. on 
January 19 in remembrance of the 316 Henrico 
County citizens who lost their lives to Covid-19, as part 
of the National Remembrance Day observance.  

Reverend Cherry is offering a Lenten Bible Study on 
Job on Wednesdays starting on February 24 through 
March 24 at 7:00 p.m. via ZOOM. 

Session approved Reverend. Cherry’s requests to 
have an alternative Ash Wednesday Service, Good 
Friday Experience, and Maundy Thursday service 
whether outside, streaming, or in person. 

New session member Team assignments are as 
follows: Duane Berger W & E; Linda Coulson and 
Diane Jackson MCM; and Steve Scearce S & P. 

Session elected Ruling Elder Diane Jackson as 
commissioner for the February 20, 2021 meeting of 
the POJ. 

Session elected Rob McBane as Treasurer and Ruling 
Elder Linda Coulson as President of the Corporation. 

Session received Elder Carl Carpenter’s resignation as 
Clerk of Session effective January 31, 2021 due to 
health reasons. Session will look into filling the Clerk’s 
position. 

The next Session meeting is scheduled for February 
28 at 12:30 p.m. via Zoom. 

As always, I thank all of you who continue to pledge 
during this pandemic. Please remember to use the 
church P. O. Box 1280 for all mail directed to the 
church. 

I would like to thank everyone in the congregation for 
their assistance and support during the last six plus 
years. It has been an honor to serve the Lord as your 
Clerk of Session at Laurel.   

God Bless Everyone, Carl 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
LAUREL LOVE SHOUT OUTS! 

See Love in action? Please send to Brenda 
MacRae at pbmacrae@comcast.net 

 
To Ann Whitby for cleaning the 
sanctuary, managing our 
relationship with Faith Revival 
Church, and for being part of our 
Worship Production Team.   
 
To Carolyn Stinger and LaVerne 
Miller who helped prepare the 
Ash Wednesday kits, and brought food storage bags 
so we could knock it out ahead of winter storms. 

mailto:pbmacrae@comcast.net


To Michael Henderson who placed the table and 
basket outside for our Ash Wednesday Lent Kits, and 
changed our voice mail message. 
 
To Carl Carpenter who brought in Ash Wednesday 
Lent Kits and replenished the Leading from the Heart 
Lenten Charts, and who delivers our mail. 
 
To Rob McBane for wanting to deliver paychecks prior 
to our winter storms. 
 
To Duane and Janice Berger for burning our palms of 
years past and for bringing condiment containers and 
plastic baggies for our ashes. 
 
To Duane Berger, Steve Scearce, Rudy van’t Riet and 
Ann Whitby our fearless Worship Production Team. 
We appreciate all the love to set us up and get us 
rolling for streamed services. 
 
To David Clatterbuck and the choir for making our 
elevating our worship with their music, and for the 
million and one phone calls he has made to the choir 
due to our winter weather, 3 weekends in a row! 
 
To Brenda and Pete MacRae for their love month in 
and out. 
 
Thank you to Carolyn Stinger and LaVerne Miller for 
running our bulletins each week. You all make the 
magic happen. 
 
To Wayne Deisher for continuing to crunch numbers 
and keep us on track even while he was recovering at 
home. 
 
To our awesome Session Members for all the extra 
meetings you have all attended. Thank you to Duane 
Berger, Mary Jane Bowlin, Linda Coulson, Michael 
Henderson, Diane Jackson, Nana Sarfo-Kantanka and 
Steve Scearce. 
 
Thank you to Diane Jackson for volunteering to serve 
as our temporary stated clerk and for attending our 
Presbytery Meeting on behalf of Laurel. 
 
A big shout out to Michael Henderson for teaching 
Sunday School through a pandemic. Your faithfulness 
and desire to educate us is inspirational. 
 
To Mary Jane Bowlin, Nan Sarfo-Kantanka, Gladys 
Chamberlayne, Linda Coulson, Marcie Deisher, and 
Diane Jackson for making sure we all have the latest 
information about virtual worship, and that we all feel 
the imprint of Laurel Love. We are so grateful. 
 
To Duane Berger who brought metal crosses to the 
church for our use on Good Friday. 
 
To Marshall and Gladys Chamberlayne for serving as 
the Shepherd of the Month for February. 
 

To Gladys Bowles for serving as the Shepherd of the 
Month for March. 
 

MEMBER LOVE: PETE MACRAE 
 

Pete agreed to be our next 
participant to respond to our rapid 
fire of questions as a novel way to 
highlight our members whose 
presence and love fill out our 
tapestry of love as this Body of 
Christ. Pete and his family have 
been members at Laurel since 
1994. Thank you so much for 
sharing yourself with us, Pete. 

 
What drew you to Laurel: 
All the folks we met here were genuinely welcoming. 
 
Favorite thing so far about Laurel 
That Laurel has been and remains inclusive in spirit 
and in practice. 
 
Favorite food: 
Vietnamese. 
 
Favorite book: 
Tortilla Flat by John Steinbeck. 
 
Favorite movie: 
The Blues Brothers 
 
Favorite thing to do: 
Spend time talking with Brenda after dinner. 
 
What is on your bedside table: 
Ear plugs, Viking river cruise brochures, and Our Daily 
Bread. 
 
What is your favorite TV show to binge? 
I don’t binge watch, but I do like series from the UK 
like Happy Valley and Last Tango in Halifax. 
 
One thing we might never guess about you. 
I like to take things apart and can usually put them 
back together! 
 
Motto you live by: 
Leave things better than you found them. 
 
Favorite Bible passage: 
Proverbs 16:16 
How much better to get wisdom than gold, to choose 
understanding rather than silver. 
 
Your dream for Laurel: 
To sense change where change might be needed and 
react accordingly, but also to remain steadfast in 
focusing on those things that have made us successful 
as a church family in our journey of faith. 
 
How you know when love is spoken:  
When an activity builds or strengthens the wellbeing of 
another. 
 
 



DEADLINE FOR GAZETTE – 19th OF EACH MONTH 

 
Consider going paperless and receiving the Gazette via email. Just send me a message at the below address and I will 

take care of the rest.  
Gazette email: pbmacrae@comcast.net 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Laurel Presbyterian Church  
9675 Staples Mill Road 
Glen Allen, VA 23060 
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