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Monday is Memorial Day.  The day we pause to honor men and women in America’s 

armed forces who have fought and died for the principles that define who we are as a 

country, including the freedom to worship as we please.  I grew up with one of those 

heroes who was wounded, but did not die, while storming the beaches at Normandy.  

After recovering in England, he went on fight in the Battle of the Bulge.  While he was overseas, his young 

bride worked, saved tin foil and twine, and made do with rationed food and other supplies, including coffee.  

Then, he came home; and like so many others in that generation, without fanfare they started a family and 

lived a life that included gardens, regular church attendance, helping friends and strangers who needed 

help, and just being good neighbors. 

 This Memorial Day, we add to the list of heroes all those brave women and men who are fighting – 

and sometimes dying – in a new world war against a silent, invisible enemy.  Those new heroes are nurses 

and doctors; police and fire fighters; online teachers and “in the trenches” parents; employees who stock 

grocery shelves and others who deliver mail and packages; volunteers who make masks from scraps of 

fabric, and who man food pantries for those who are hungry; and all the other courageous souls who have 

dared to be good and brave – even when it might cost their lives.    

 At Laurel Presbyterian Church, our heroes are intrepid members who record sermons and post 

them on the website; who keep making music to drown out the cacophony around us; who maintain the 

practical business of the church; who tend the building and mow the grass; who mail pledge checks without 

the plate being passed; who keep looking for a new pastor; who phone each other to make sure everyone 

is safe and OK; who assemble and send newsletters; who perform small acts of kindness without any need 

to be recognized; who remain hopeful; who pray for the church and the world, and who still believe that 

God is good.  

 Just like that great generation before, we are stepping up to an existential challenge.  In our best 

moments, we have replaced fear with faith; uncertainty with belief; division with compassion; and doubt 

with hope.  God bless us all.  And, God bless America.         

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



What to Expect When We Head Back to 
Church 

 
• The church has been mostly empty except for 

the folks that are contributing to the weekly 

videos. 

• The church will be cleaned the Saturday 

before our first Sunday – Pews, doors, and 

bathrooms. 

• Every other pew will be roped off.  A six-foot 

middle section of the pew will be marked.  

Families can of course sit together.  We might 

finally break in the front pews! 

• There will be people to open the outside doors 

for you, but no greeters at the sanctuary 

doors. 

• We will make sure the projection system is 

working because there will be no bulletins. 

• The offering plate will be at the entrance to the 

sanctuary but will not be passed around. 

• When we have communion, we have 

individually wrapped servings of juice and 

wafer. 

• Passing of the Peace will be a sit, wave, smile 

and talk. 

• Out of respect for others, consider wearing a 

mask. 

 
There may be some differences, but the fellowship, 
friendship, support, worship and celebration of love 
and faith that we all have come to expect when we 
walk into Laurel will be the same! 

 
 

 
Summer Solstice, June 20 

 
What does the summer solstice mean? In the Northern 
Hemisphere, the June solstice (aka summer solstice) 
occurs when the Sun reaches both its highest and 
northernmost points in the sky. It marks the start of 
summer in the northern half of the globe. (In contrast, 
the June solstice in the Southern Hemisphere is when 
the Sun is at its lowest point in the sky, marking the 
start of winter.) 
 
The word "solstice" originates from the Latin word 
solstitium which means "sun-stopping."  This is 
because, the point in the sky where the sun appears to 
rise and set, well it stops...then reverses direction after 
this day. Interesting, huh?  
 
From the Farmer’s Almanac, 5/5/20 

 
 

Let us keep the following people in our prayers, 
sharing in both their joys and needs: 

*New additions will be in bold 
 
Our First Responders – Police, Fire, Rescue 

Our Military Personnel, Healthcare Workers 
Jake Anderson 

Corinne Augustine – mother of Carol Short 
Sue Bell 

Mary Jane Bowlin 
Carl Carpenter 

Gladys and Marshall Chamberlayne 
Jean Cole 

Wayne Deisher 
Claudia Hicks 

Paul Hine 
The Kelly Family 

Sherrie Kolb 
Ann Leveridge 

Eddie Ann Mathewson 
Ann McDermott 

Trudy Moolenaar 
David and Dayna Paxton 

Phyllis Perross 
Cathy Roeder 

Pete Rose 
Nana Sarfo-Kantanka 

John Schutrumpf 
Judy Smith 

Mark Sprowl 
Prayers for the World 

Prayers for Ruling Elders 
Prayers for friends and families 

Prayers for the homeless 
Prayers for Laurel’s mission  

Prayers for Congregational Nominating Committee 
Prayers for Pastor Search Committee 

If you know of someone in need of prayer or 
you need prayers, 

 please call Barbara Rose @ 749-3209. 
 
 

The Shepherd on Call for the month of 
June is MaryJane Bowlin. MaryJane may be reached 
at 672-6009. Please contact her if you know of anyone 
that needs some extra TLC. 
 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=shepherding+people&view=detailv2&&id=E143C5DBC7E631B71FB6386A1ACAB319117A5CFD&selectedIndex=608&ccid=UO760emK&simid=608016079530429770&thid=JN.d7YtAvW6q0ji2InPNFKIoQ


 
 

Pete MacRae (1) 
Chris Berger (3) 

Wayne Deisher (5) 
Michael Henderson (7) 

Nana Sarfo-Kantanka (10) 
Ann McDermott (14) 
Linda Coulson (17) 
Ginger Lanier (20) 

Pete Rose (23) 
 

 
Dear Member Care committee: Thank 
you for the wonderful box of treats I 
received from y'all; it was very much 
appreciated.  Who would have guessed I 
would enjoy it at home instead of in my 
dorm room? That's the way it 

goes.  Hope we can go back to campus in the 
fall!  Thanks again. 
 
Jacob Scearce 

 
WHERE IS GOD IN A PANDEMIC? 

Vice President and Dean of Union Presbyterian 
Seminary in Charlotte Richard Boyce will be leading 
a webinar Thursday, May 28 at 7:00 p.m. The 
discussion will focus on understanding and responding 
to suffering during the pandemic. 
 
This free webinar is co-hosted by Union Presbyterian 
Seminary and four congregations whose pastors are 
all graduates of the seminary and members of a text 
study group. 
  
Sponsoring congregations are Kirk of Kildaire in Cary, 
NC; Palma Ceia Presbyterian in Tampa, FL; South 
Mecklenburg PC in Charlotte, NC; and Park Lake PC 
in Orlando, FL. 
  
Dean Boyce will offer a brief presentation on the topic 
of God and suffering in light of the pandemic. 
Following his presentation, we will engage in dialogue 
via your questions. The webinar is free, but registration 
is required. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Behind the Scenes… 
 
It has been so much fun working on the videos.  
Duane is clearly a professional.  I want him to follow 
me around everywhere with his lighting and camera 
angles. “One Take” Nancy acts like she has done this 
forever. “Standing O” David fills the sanctuary to where 
I think you could open your window and hear the 
music. We laugh…a lot…  ☺  Here are some pictures 
of how it gets done. Ann Whitby 

     
    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
DEADLINE FOR GAZETTE – 19th OF EACH MONTH 

 
Consider going paperless and receiving the Gazette via email. Just send me a message at the below address and I will 

take care of the rest.  
Gazette email: pbmacrae@comcast.net 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Laurel Presbyterian Church  
9675 Staples Mill Road 
Glen Allen, VA 23060 
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